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i

DELIVERED

MARCH 6, 1775,

/ A T T H E

R«queft of the Inhabitants

OF THE

Town ofBOSTON;
TO COMMEMORATE

The Bloody TRAGEDY

OF THE

Fifth ofMarch, 1770,

Tan 2 molis era:, romanam condere genterh.
VIRGlL's JEk.

ilillllilMIHPTT*"*

NEWPORT, Rhode Island : Reprinted and Sold by
S. Southwick, in Q-nen Saeet, 1775-



At a meeting of the freeholders and other inhabitants of
the .own of BOSTON, duly ajjembled at Faneuil-
HaU, andft cm thence aujourned to the O'd-fouth

Meeting- houfe, on Monday the 6th day oj MarOH,
"

Annoqut* Domini, 1775.

UPON-a
motion made, Voted unanimoufly , That

the thanks of the Town be, and hereby are,

given to Dr. JOSEPH WARREN, for the elegant
and fpirited Oration delivered by him at their re-

queft, in commemoration of the horrid Massacre,
perpetrated on the evening of the 5th ofMarch, 1770,
by a party of Soldiers of the XXIXth Regiment, un
der the command of Capt. Thomas Prefton 5 and

that,
Mr. S, mud Adams, Hon. John Hancock, Efg-, Ben

jamin Cnurch, Efq; Mr. John Pitts, John Scollay%
Efq\ Colonel Thomas Marfhatl and Mr. Samuel Au-

fit**
Be a committee to wait upon Dr. Joseph Warren,

and, in the name of the town, defire a copy of
the Oration for the prefs.
Atteft, William Cooper, Town-Clerk.

Upon application made, the copy of the Oration

was fent with the following meffjge,
Gentlemen,

TH
£ fame motives which influenced me yef-

terday to appear before my fellovv-citizcni., in
duce me to deliver this copy to you.

I am With the fincereft Refpect,
Your mt'ft obedient

'

Servant,
March 7th, i77$, JOSEPH WARREN.
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A N

ORATION.

MY EVER HONORED FELLOW-CITIZENS,

IT
is not without the moft humiliating conviction

of my want of ability that I n >w appear before

you : But the fenfe I have of the obligation I am

under to obey the calls of my country at all

times, together with an animating recollection of your

indulgence exhibited upon fo many occafions, has in

duced me once more, undeferving as I am, to throw

niyfelf upon that candour which looks with kindnefs

on the feebleft efforts of an honeft mind.

You will not now expect the elegance, the learn

ing, the fire, the enrapturing ftrains ol eloquence which

charmed vou when a Lovell, a Church, or a Han

cock fpaks j but you will permit me to lay mat with

a iincerity, equal to their's, I mourn over my bleed

ing country : With them I weep at her diftrds, and

with them, deeply relent the many injuries flic has

|
received from the hands of cruel and unreafonable

f^ men.
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Teat perfonal freedom is the natural right of

every man ; and that property or an exclufive right
to diipofe of what he has honeftly acquired by his

own labor, neceffarily arifing therefrom, are truths

which common fenfe has placed beyond the reach of

contradiction. And no man or body of men can,

without being guilty of flagrant injufiice, claim a right
to difpofe of the perfons or acquifitioni of any other

man, or body of men, unlefs it can be proved that

fuch a ri;iht has arjien from fome compact between

the parties in which it has been explicitly and freely
granted.

If I rn.iy be indulged in taking a retrofpeclivc view"

of the fir ft fettlement of our country, it will be eafy
to determine with what degree of juftice the late par
liament of Great-Britain have affumed the power of

giving away that property which the Americans have

earned bv their labor.

Our fathers, having nobly refolved never to wear

the yoke of defpotifm, and feeing the European world,

through indolence and cowardice, falling a prey to ty

ranny ; bravely threw themfelves upon the bolom of

the ocean ; determined to find a place in which they
might enjoy their freedom, or perifh in the glorious
attempt. Approving Heaven beheld the favourite

ark dancing upon the waves, and gracioufly preferved
it until the chofen families were brought in fafety to

thefc weflcrn regions. 7'hey found the land fwarm-

ing with (av^ges, who threatned death with every
kind of torture. But favages, and death with torture,

were far ltfs terrible than ilavery :—Nothing was fo

much the object of their abhorrence as a tyrant's pow
er
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cr :—They knew that it was more fafe to dwell with

nian in his moft unpolifbed ftate than in a country
where arbitrary power prevails. Even anarchy itjelf,
that bugbear held up by the tools of power (though
truly to be deprecated) is infinitely lefs dangerous to

mankind than arbitrary government. Anarchy can

be but of fhort duration ; for when men are at liberty
to purfue that courfe which is moft conducive to their

own happinefs, they will foon come into it, and from

the rudeft ftate of nature, order and good government
muft foon arife. But tyranny, when onceeftablifhed,

entails its curfe on a nation to the lateft period of

time ; unlefs fome daring genius, infpired by Heaven,
fhall unappalled by danger, bravely form and exe

cute the arduous defign of reftoring liberty and life to

his enflaved, murdered country.

The tools of power in every age have racked their |
inventions to juftify the FEW in fporting with the

happinefs of the MANY ; and, having found their

(bphiftry too weak, to hold mankind in bondage, have

imipoufly dared to force religion, the daughter of the

king of Heaven, to become a proftitute in the fervice

of Hell. They taught that princes, honored with the

name of chriftian, might bid defiance to the founder

of their faith, might pillage pagan countries and de

luge them with blood, only becaufe they boafted them-

felves to be the difciples of that teacher who fiddly

charged his followers to do to others as they would that

ethers Jljould do unto them.

This country, having been difcovered.by an Eng-
lifh fubjeft in the year 1620, was (according to the

fyihm which the blind fuoerftition of thofe times fup-

ported)
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ported) deemed the property of the crown of Eng
land. Our anceftors, when they refolved to quit
their native foil, obtained from King James a grant of

]

certain lands in North-America. This they proba
bly did to filence the cavils of their enemies, for it '

cannot be doubted, but they defpifed the pretended ,

right which he claimed thereto. Certain it is that he

nught, with equal propriety and juftice, have made
them a grant of the planet Jupiter. And their fubr
fequent conduct plainly fhews that they were too well
acquainted with humanity and the principles of natu
ral equity to fuppofe that the grant gave them any
right to take poffeffion ; they therefore entered into a

treaty with the natives and bought from then\the
lands : Nor have I yet obtained any information that
our anceftors ever pleaded, or that the natives ever re
garded the grant from the Englifh crown : The bu- ;
finefs was tranfacled by the parties in the fame inde

pendent manner that it would have been, had neither
of them ever known or heard of the Ifland ofGreat-
Britain.

Having become the honeffe proprietors of the foil,
they immediately applied themfelves to the cultiva- I

tion of it ; and they foon beheld the virgin earth teem
ing with richeft fruits, a grateful recompence for their ;

unwearied toil. The fields began to wave with ri

pening harvefts, and the late barren wildernefs was

feen to bloffom like the rofe. The favage natives faw
with wonder the delightful change, and quickly form
ed a fcheme to obtain that by fraud or force, which
nature meant as the reward of induftry alone. But
the illuuxious emigrants foon convinced the rude in
vaders that they were not lefs ready to take the field

for «
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for battle than for labour; and the ir.fidious foe was

driven from their borders as oft n as he ventured to

difturb them. The crown of England looked with

indifference on the conteft ; our anceftors were left

alone to combat with the natives.--- Nor is there ao-y

reaf »n to believe, trut i ever wai intended by t e

one party, or cxpeiud by the other, that the gram or

flvmld defend and maintain iht grantees in the peace
able poflefTi: )n of the lands ruined in tie p tents,

And it appears plainly irom the hotury of thole times

that neither t -e Prnce nor the People o: EigUnd

thought themfelves much interested in the rn*.ter.

Thcv had not then any idea of a thouiandth part of

thofe advantages whicn they fioce have and we are

moft heartily willing they fhuuld pill continue to reap
from us.

But when at an infinite exoence of t~!l and blood,
this widely extended co otioeot had been cu lyaied

and defended : IVben the hardy adventurers juftiy ex

pected that they and their defendants fhouid peace

ably have enjoyed the ii rveft of ilv-vfe fields wheh

they had fown, and the fruit of thofe' vi^yards which,

tru-y had planted ; this c.iuntry was then th o n A\x.

worthy the attention of the Britilh rnin.ftry j aiuj/die

only j-iftifiable and only fuccefs ui means of render-

ins; tne colonies ferviceahle to Britain were itd-.-pted-

By an intfrcourle of friendly offices, the two countries

became fo united in affecton, that they thought not

cf any diftinct or fepante interefts, they found both

countries flourishing and happy. Britain faw h.er

commerce extended and her wealth increafed ; her
^

iaaos railed to an ima-.nib value, her fleets riding tr,i-

B umphsnt
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umphant on the ocean, the terror of her arms fpread-

ing to every quarter of the globe. The colonift lound

hiir:felf free, and thought himfelf fecure : He dwelt

under his own vine and under his own fig-tree, and had

-none to make him afraid : He knew indeed that by

purchaflng the manufaftures ofGreat-Britain he con

tributed to its gre itnefs
: He knew that all the wealth

that bis labour p-oduced centered in Great- Britain :

But that, far from exciting his envy, filled him with

the higheft pleafure ; that thought fupported him in

all his toils. When the bufinefs of the day was paft,
he folaced himfelf with the contemplation or perhaps
entertained his liftening family with the recital of

fome great, fome glorious tranfaction which fhines j

confpicuous in the hiftory of Britain : Or perhaps his

elevated fancy led him to foretell, with a kind of en- .

thufiatic confidence, the glory, power and duration •]
of an empire which fhould extend from one end of j
the earth to the other : He faw, or thought he faw,

the Britifh nation rifen to a pitch of grandeur which

caft a veil over the Roman glory, and, ravifhed with

the preview, boafted a race of Britifh Kings, whofe ]
names fhould echo through thofe realms where Cy- <

rus, Alexander, and the Cxfars were unknown ; Prin

ces, for whom millions of grateful fubjecb, redeemed

from flavery and pagan ignorance, fhould with thank

ful tongues offer up their prayers and praifes to that

tranfeendantly great and beneficient Being, by whom j
Kings reign and Princes decree jujlice. ]

These pleafing connexions might have continu- \
ed ; thefe delightfome profpecls might have been eve

ry day extended ; and even the reveries of the moft

warm
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warm imagination might have been realized ; but

unhappily for us, unhappily for Britain, the madnefs

Of an avaricious minifter of ftate has drawn a fable

curtain over the charming fcene, and in its ftead has

brought upon the fbge, difcord, envy, hatred and re

venge, with civil war clofe in their rear.

Some demon in an evil hour fuggefted to a (hort

lighted financier the hateful project of transferring the

whole property of the King's fubjeds in America to

his fubjeds in Britain. The claim of the Britilh par
liament to tax the colonies cm never be fupported
but by fuch a transfer ; for the right of the houfc

of commons of Great-Britain to originate any tax or

to grant money is altogether derived from their be

ing eleded by the people of Great-Britain to ad for

them, and the people of Great-Britain cannot confer

on their reprefentattves & right to give or grant any

thing which they themfelves have not a right to give or

grant perfonally. Therefore it follows, that if the mem
bers choien by the people of Great-Britain to repre-
fcnt them in parliament have, by virtue of their being
fo chofen, any right to give or grant American pro

perty, or to lay any tax upon the lands or perfons of

the colonifts, it is becaufe the lands and people in the

colonies are, bona fide, owned by, and juftly belong
to the people of Great-Britain. Bdt (as has been be

fore obfervcd) every man has a natural right to perfon-
?.l TLec-om, confequently a right to enjoy what is ac

quired by his ov/a labor. Aid as it is evident that

the property in this country has been acquired by our

own labor, it is the duty of the people of Great-Bri

tain to produce fome compadin which we have ex

plicitly
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phcitlv even up to them a ri^ht to difpofe of our

hns or prop< r-y. U;;ti: this is done, every attempt of

theirs, or of thole whom they have deputed to ad for

them, to g ve or gr.int any part o< ou; property, is di

re cl v rep-mam to every principle of reafon and na

tural juftice. But I may boldly fay that fuch a com-

pr.d I' ever tx fkd, no, not even in imag nation. Ne

ve rtheUfs the reprefentatives of a nation, long'lamtd
{■:.: juft.ce tmd the exerciie of every noble virtue, have

been prevailed on to adopt the fatal fcheme ; and

aim or f'a the dreadful c- n-quences of this wicked

policy have already fhaken the empire to its center j

yet fiill it is perfifted in* Regard iefs of the voice of

reafon— deaf to the prayers and Amplications and

unaffeded with the flawing tears of lufR ring millions,
the Bntifh miniftrv ftdl hug the darling idol -, and

tv : v rolling year ah" rds freih inftances of the abfurd

devotioh with which they worfhip it. Alas! how

has the folly, the diftradion of the Britifh counfels

blafled our ; well rg hopes, and fpread a gloom over

this weftern rKmilphcie. The hearts of Britons and

Americans, which lately felt the generous glow of

mutual confidence and love, now burn with jealoufy
& rape. Though but of yefterday, I recoiled (deeply
sfhcled at the ill boding change) the happy hours that

paft whilft B.itain and America rejoiced in the pro-

fccnty and greatnefsof each other (Heaven grant th ofe

hacyon cays may foon return.) But now the Briton

too often locks on the American with an envious eye,

taught to confidcr his :;uft plea for the enjoyment of

lis earnings as the cm d of pi id-: and ftubborn oppo-
f:«on to the parent c luntry. Whilft the American

'bchcJds the £:mn as t::: ;u(F»an, i::zdyji"fl to take

away
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away h's propertv, and next, what is dearer to every

virtuous man, the liberty of his country.

When the meafures of adminiftration had difguft-
ed the colon es to the higheft degree, and ths people
of Great-Britain had by artifice and falfehood been

irritat d againft America, an army was fent over to

enforce fubmiffion to certain ads of the Britifh par

liament, which reafon fcorned to countenance, and

which plxemcn and penfioners were found unable

to fupport.

Martial law and the government of a well re

gulated city are fo entirely different, that it has al

ways been confidered as improper to quarter troops

in populous cities, as frequent difputes muft neceffari-

ly arife between the citizen and the foldier, even if

no previous animofities fubfift. And it is further cer

tain from a confederation of the nature of mankind,

as well as from conftant experience, that (landing ar

mies always endanger the liberty of the fubjed. But

when the people, on the one part, confidered the ar

my as fent to enflave them, and the army on the 0-

ther were taught to look Qn the people as in a ftate

of rebellion, it was but juft to fear the moft difagree-
able confequences. Our fears, we have feen, were

but too well grounded.

The many injuries offered to this town I pafs ever

in filence. I cannot now matk out the ptih which

led to that unequalled fcene of horror, the fid re

membrance of which takes the full pommon of my

foul. The fanguinafy theatre egain opens itfelf to

view.
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view. The baleful images of terror croud around

me—and difcontenied ghofts, with hollow groans, j
appear to folemnize the anniverfary of the fifth of j

March.

Approach we then the melancholy walk of

death ! Hither let me call the gay companion, here

let him drop a farewel tear upon that body which

fo late he faw vigorous and warm with focial mirth *i

Hither let me lead the tender mother to weep •]
over her beloved fon Come widowed- mourner,

here fatiate thy grief j behold thy murdered hufband

gafping on the ground, and to complete the pompous
(how of wretched nefs bring in each hand thy infant

children to bewail their father's fate Take heed, j
ye orphan babes, left whilft your ftreaming eyes are

fixed upon the ghaftly corpfe, your feet Jlide on the ♦

ftmes befpatteredwithyourfather s brains.
*

Enough !

This tragedy need not be heightened by an infant

weltering in the blood of him that gave it birth. Na

ture reluctant fhrinks already from the view, and j
the chilled blood rolls flowly backward to its foun- j
tain. We wildly ftare about, and, with amazement,

'

sfk, who fpread this ruin around us ? What wretch

has dared deface the image of his God ? Has haugh
ty France or cruel Spain fent forth her myrmidons ?

Has the grim favage rufhed again from the far diftant

wildernefs ? Or does fome fiend, fierce from the

depth of Hell, with all the r.ncourous malice which

the apoitate damned can feel, twang her deftrudive

bow
_—- -

. i

*
After Mr. Gray h.id been (hot through the boJv and hr.d fallen

dead en the groi'-e:
—a biyonet was pufhed throuph his fk-jH, part of

the bone bc-:ng br;>.n, o:s brain* fell oat upon ilis pavement.
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bow and hurl her deadly arrows at our breaft ? No.

None of thefe—but, how aftonifliing 1 It is the hand

of Britain that inflids the wound. The arms of

George our rightful King have been employed to fhed

that blood which freely would have flown at his com

mand, when juftice or the honor of his crown had

called his fubjeds to the field.

But pity, grief, aftonifhment, with all the fofter

movements of the foul muft now give way to ftrong-
er paflions. Say, fellow-citizens, what dreadful

thought now fwells your heaving boforas— -You fly
to arms Sharp indignation flafhes from each eye

Revenge gnafhes her iron teeth Death grins
an hideous fmile, fecure to drench his greedy jaws in

human gore—Whilft hovering furies darken all the

air*

But ftop, my bold adventurous countrymen, flain

not your weapons with the blood of BritonF. At

tend to reafon's voice Humanity puts in her claim

—and fues to be again admitted to her wonted feat,

the bofom of the brave. Revenge is far beneath the

noble mind. Many, perhaps, compelled to rank a-

mong the vile affaflins, do, from their inmoft fouls,

detelt the barbarous adion. The winged death, (hot

from your arms, may
chance to pierce fome bieaft

that bleeds, already, for your injured country.

The ftorm fubfides a folemn paufe enfues-—

You fpare upon condition they depart. They go—

they quit your city— they no more {hall give offence.

Thus clofes the important drama.
And
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And could it have been conceived that we tr.r.n,

{hou'd have feen a Britifh army in our land, font «:o

inforce obedience to ads of parliament deU ud vc of

our liberty ? But the royal ear, far diftant from this I
weftern wor'fo, has been affaulted by the tongue of

flander ; and villains, traiterous alike to kinjj and

country, have prevail'd upon a gracious prince to

clothe his countenance with wrath, and to ered the

hoftile banner againft a people ever affedionate :. ;d

loyal to him and his illuftrious predeceff rs of the

houfe or Hanover. Our ftreets are again filled with

armed men : Our harbour is crouded with mips of

war ; but thefe cannot intimidate us ; our liberty muft

be preferved j it is far dearer than life, we hold it even j
dear as our ai/eg:ance ; we muft defend it againft the j
attacks of frier, Js as well as enemies ; we cannot fomjr

even Britons to ravifh k from us.

No longer could we refled with generous pride
©n4he heroic adions of our Americm iore-faihers,—

no longer boaft our origin from that far filmed ifland,
'

whofe warlike fons have fo often drawn their well- |
tried fwords to fave her from the ranges of tyranny;
could we but for a moment entertain the thought of J
giving up our liberty. The man who meanly wi'l j
fubmit to wear ajhackle, contemns the nohleft gift j
cf Heaven, and iiopiouily affronts the God thatm.de

him free.

It was a maxim of the Roman people, which emi
nently conduced to the greatnefs of that ftate, never

toceipair of tne common-wealth. The maxim m<y

prove as folut.iry to us now, as it did to them:. Short

f^hmd
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jBght«d mortals- fee not the numerous links of fmali
and great, events, which form the chain on which the

fate of kings and nations is fufpended. Bafs and

profperity, (though p'leafing for a day) have often

funk a people into effeminacy and floth. Hardships
ancl dangers (though we forever ftrive to fhun them)
have frequently called forth fuch virtues, as have com
manded the applaufe and reverence of an admiring
world. Our country loudly calls you to be circurn-

{ped, vigilant* adive and brave. Perhaps (all gra
cious Heaven avert it) perhaps, the power of Britain,
a nation great in war, by fome malignant influence,
may be employed to enilave you : But let not even

this difcourage you. Her arms, 'tis true, have filled

the world with terror : Her troops have reaped tha

laurels of the field : Her fleets have. rode triumph .0:

on the fea—And when or where did you, my Coun

trymen, depart inglorious from the field of 5?hi ?*

C
• *-Tqu

* The Patience with which this People hive b.-srne the repeated In

juries which have been heap'd upon them, and their unwiliincrru-fs

to take any fanguinary Meafures, has very injudicioafl/ been af.ribedl

to Cowardice, by Perfons both here and in Greit Bric-in; I m it

heartily wi(h that an Opinion fo erroneous in itfeif, and fo fatal iA

its confequences, might be utterly removed before it be too lace :

And I think nothing further n*cei£iry to convince every incelligcaS
Man, that the Conduct of this P3:>!:>!e u owing to 1th 2 tmier R^ari
v.hich they h'ave for their Fellow M;n, ana a.r> uthr Abhorrence to the

jhtdding of human Blood, than a little Attention to their gc.ii/al Tem

per and Difpouti n, discovered when they cannct be fu^pofsd to ba

under any App-ch^fion of Dinger to therafelves.—'I will -o.-i.'y men

tion the univerfii Dcteituion which they ftie-*» co every Act of Cruel

ty, by whom and upon whomfoever committed ; the mild Spirit of
their ^aws ; the very few Crfmes to which capital Penalties are an

nexed ; and the very great Backwardness which both Courts and Ju
ries difcovcr in condemning Perfons charged with capital Crimes.
But if any fhould think this Obferva.ioa cot to the Purpofe, I readily
appeal to thofe Gentlemen of the Army who have b;sa in the Ciwift
m in'ths ibid, with :'m Aau/icaru,
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Ton too can fhew the trophies of your forefathers vic
tories and your own ; can name the fort.effes and

battles you havq won j and many of you count the

honorable fears of wounds received, whilft fighting
for your King and country.

Where juftice is the ftandard, Heaven is the war

rior's fhield : But confeious guilt unnerves the arm

that lifts the fword againft the innocent. Britain

united with thefe colonies, by commerce and affec

tion— -by intereft and blood, may mock the threats

cf France and Spain : May be the feat of univerfal

empire. But fhould America either by force, or thofe
more dangerous engines, luxury and corruption, ever

be brought into a ftate of vafTalsge, Britain muft lofe

her freedom alfo. No linger fhall fhe fit the em-

prefs of the fea :—Her fhips no more fhall waft her

thunders
'

over the wide ocean :—The wreath fhall

wither on her temples :—Her weakened arm fhall be

unable to defend her coafts : And (he at laft muft bow

her venerable head to fome proud foreigner's defpotic
rule.

But if from paft events we may venture to form

a judgment of the future, we juftly may expedl that
the devices of our enemies will but increafe the tri

umphs of our country. I muft indulge a h pe that

Britain's liberty as well as qurs, will eventually be \

preferved by the virtue of America. .

Th* i
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The attempt of the Britifh parliament to raifs a

revenue from America, and our denial of their ric?ht

to do it, have excited an almoft univerfl inquiry into
the rights of mankind in general, and of Britifh fub-

jedts in particular j the neceffary refult of which muft

be fuch a liberality of fentiment, and fuch a jealoufy
of thofe in power as will, better than an adamantine

wall, fecure us againft the future approaches of de-

ipotifm.

The malice of the Bofton Port- Bill has been de

feated in a very confiderable degree, by giving yon

an opportunity of de/erving, and our brethren in this

and our fifter colonies an opportunity of beftowing
thofe benefactions which have delighted your friends

and aftonifhed your enemies, not only in America,
but in Europe alfo. And what is more valuable ftill,
the fympathctic feelings for a brother in diftrer, and

the grateful emotions excited in the breaft of him who

finds relief, muft forever endear each to the other, and

form thofe indiffoluble bonds of friendfhip and auc

tion, on which the prefervation of our rights (o evi

dently depends.

The mutilation of our charter has made every

ether colony jealous for its own ; for this, if once fub-

mitted to by us, would fet on float the property and

government of every Britifh fettlement upon the con-

tineot. If Charters are not deemed facred, how mi-

fcraDiy precarious, is every thing founded upon them !

Evoss
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Even the fending troops to put thefe atfls in exe

cution is not without, advantages to us. The exact-

refs and beauty of their difcipline infpire our youth
tr.th ardor in the purfuit of military knowlege.
Charle?, the Invincible, tr.ught Peter the Great the art

cf war. The battle of Pultowa convinced Charles

of the preficienpy Peter.had made.

#

Ciri .Coim'rv is in dagger, but not to be defpair
ed of. Our enemies are numerous and powerful— -

vijt wchave'many friends; determine to be free,and

Heaven and Earth will aid the resolution. On

you depend the fortunes of America. 21 u are to de

cide the important queftion, on which refts the hap
pinefs and liberty of millions yet unborn. A£t wor

thy of youridves. The faltering tongue of hoary age
cnlls oil you to fupport your country. The lifping
infant raifes its fuppiiimt hands, imploring defence a-

gai rift, the monfter flavery. Your fathers look f: em

their caeleftial fcr.ts with fmiling approbation on their

fonG, who boldly {land forth in the caufe of virtue ;

but fternly frovyn upon the inhuman mifcreant, whe-,
to fecure the loaves and fifhes to himielf, would bree$
a ferpentto doilroy his children.

But, pardon me, my fellow citizens, I know yo«
want not zt 1 or fortitude. You will mameon your

r<-h:s or perifh in. the generous iVuggle. However

cUhcult the combat, you never will decline it when

freedom is the prise. An independence on Great-

B.i.^n is not our c*im. No, our vvifh is, that Britoia

and



An ORATION. 2t

and the Colonies may, like the oak and ivy, grow and

increafe in ftrength together. But whilft the infatuat

ed plan of making one part of the empire flaves to

the other, is perfifted in ; the intereft and fafety of

Britain, as well as the Colonies, require that the wife

meafures recommended by the honorable, the conti

nental Congrefs, be (readily purfued ; whereby the

unnatural conteft between a parent honored, and a

child beloved, may probably be brought to fuch an

iflue, as that the peace and happinefs of both may be

eftablifhed upon a lifting bafis. But if thefe pacific
meafures are ineffectual, and it appears that the only
way to fafety is, through fields of blood, I know you

will not turn your faces from your foes ; but will un

dauntedly prefs forward, until tyranny is trodden un

der foot, and you have fixed your adored goddefs Li

berty, faft by a Brunswick's fide, on the Ameri

can Throne.

You then, who nobly have efpoufed your coun

try's c ure, who generoufly have facrificed wealth and

eafe—who have defpifed the pomp and fliew of tin-

fei'd greafnefs— -refuled the fummons to the feftive

board, been deaf to the alluring calls of luxury and

rmrth, who have forfaken the downy pillow, to keep

your V'giis by the midnight lamp, for the falvation of

your invaded country, that you might break the fowl

er's fnare, and difappoinrthe vulture of his prey, you

then will reap that herveft of renow7n which you fo

juftly have deferved. Your country mall pay her

cratcful tribute of applaufe. Even the children of your

moft inveterate enemies, afhamed to tell from whom
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they fprang, while they in fecret curfe their ft lipid,'
cruel parents, (hill join the general voice of gratitude
to thofe who broke the fetters which their lathers

forg'd.

Having redeemed your Country, and fpcured the

blefling to future generations, who fired by your ex

ample, fhall emulate your virtues, and learn from y$u
the heavenly art of making millions happy j—with

heart-felt joy, with tranfports all your own, you cry,
the glorious Work is done. Then dr p the

mantle to fome young Elisha, and take your feats

with kindred fpirits in your natire ikies.

FINIS.
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